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Introduction

“Iwasaki’s System of Reconstructing Japanese (ISReJP)” is a conlang which a language researcher
Junichi Iwasaki has contrived and produced for his research of mental disorders. Although there are
many conlangs all over the world, ISReJP is used in a very closed community. It must be unique in
that it was produced as an artistic language (artlang) in order to assist individuals and groups other
than himself. In addition, it must be also similar to a programming language in that its grammar is
composed in methods of logic and semiology, therefore, it is theoretically possible to implement it
in the computers which persons with mental disorders use.

However, be that as it may, it is different from every other conlang in that, as an ever
reality—oriented conlang, it intends to describe the uncomfortable feelings of persons with mental
disorders toward the contemporary Japanese language and society, and that the description as a
program is a subsidiary objective.

In ISRe]JP, the mentality and the emotion of humans transform the framework itself of part of
speech and tense, which realize this language, by means of incorporating the nature of the egos of
persons with mental disorders into the structure of nominative.

Iwasaki has a profound contemplation on persons with language disorders in combination with
dissociative disorders or schizophrenia and persons with a extreme dread of linguistic expression,
and is creating ISReJP as one of deeds of thinking what it means that “humans exchange parols”
and “humans communicate something to others”. In addition, Iwasaki himself has the consciousness

that his deed is an artistic expression.

Concise lessons by the users (on the Iwasaki’s website)

Detailed explanations (on the Iwasaki’s website)
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What’s a conlang ?

A language which has been generated naturally in a particular area or by an ethnic group such as
English, French or Japanese is called a “Natural language”. In contrast, a language which has been
made in a shorter period and artificially by an individual or more particular group is called a

“Constructed language (Conlang)”.
List of conlangs

Almost all human beings in history have spoken and have used natural languages as the native
languages or the national languages, and almost all fields of academic studies such as learning
languages, literature, linguistics, and formation of national languages are based on only natural
languages. Human agencies such as nations, politics, laws, economics, education and cultures are
also described and managed by them.

However, mainly in Europe and the United States, there are many speakers, institutes and
communities of conlangs regardless of whether they treat conlangs as academics or as hobbies, and
conlangs have established reputation as the topic and field of cultural and mental activities by
human beings.

The most famous conlangs in practical use nowadays are Esperanto (used as a daily language and
an international auxiliary language), computer languages (famous as programming languages and so
on), auxiliary languages for people with disorders such as sign languages and Braille, and secret
languages in market spaces and stores by wholesalers.

Some conlangers create all parts of each language by themselves, others makes only letters or
words. The conlang made up of so many original parts (letters, voices and words) is called “a priori
language”, and the one which is partly original is “a posteriori language”. Oddly enough,
conlangers do not have to make original grammar in order to let their conlangs get reputation as “a
priori”, since “a priori” do not mean the originality of grammar but that of letters and words by the
custom of conlangers’ communities nowadays.

Furthermore, in the first place, some think every natural language is a conlang, others assert the
conlangs they have been using are natural ones. Therefore, there is no established theory about a
classification way of conlangs.

As the present circumstance of conlangs in Japan, there is no academic situation and institute on
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conlangs and no political establishment on them as official or national languages, but conlangs have
a large scale and a great popularity as hobbies when compared to the other nations. Almost all
conlangers in Japan tend to enjoy conlangs as hobbies combined with coterie activities and
subcultures such as Anime(animations), Manga(comics) and games, and we can find more than 100
conlangs of Japanese origin on the Internet. However, while a large amount of conlangs has been
made as hobbies by university students or younger, almost all of them have deserted their conlangs
to become adults who earn one’s own living and proper reputation. Therefore, there are only a few

conlangs which are covered and studied in academic communities.
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List of conlangs (constructed

languages)

Although the classification of conlangs depends on viewpoints of academians, conlangers and

users, conlangs are approximately classified as follows.

s [nternational auxiliary languages (IAL, Auxlangs) %

Auxlangs are made for the purpose of communications between different regions’ people or
different races speaking different native languages with each other. They are the most popular
conlangs among conlangers, and so many conlangers have been in fierce competition to make them
regardless of whether they treat auxlangs as academics or as hobbies. However, we can find only a
few auxlangs such as Esperanto or Ido that have native speakers nowadays in the 21st century.

Esperanto, Ido, Volapiik, Idiom Neutral, Interlingue, Interlingua, Novial, Latino sine flexione,

Globish, Basic English, Lingwa de Planeta, Earth Language, Babm, Zilengo, etc.

s [anguages taking a intermediate stand between natlangs (natural languages) and conlangs %

They are often called pijin languages or creole languages.

Hebrew language (which was an ancient dead language, but has been restored artificially under
religious circumstances, and has been adopted as an official language of Israel),

Bahasa Indonesia (Indonesian language, which has been evolved from the Old Malay language
spoken among the traders, and has been adopted as an official language),

Filipino language (which is the artificial standardized form of Tagalog language),

W FnEE (Kyowa—go, which had been spoken in Manchukuo “fii)NE"),

etc.

*% Engineered languages (Engelangs) #*%
Although they are divided into subclasses such as philosophical languages, logical languages
(loglangs) or experimental languages, the classification depends on viewpoints of individuals or

groups, and there is no established theory. Auxlangs above and artlangs (artistic languages) below
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can be also divided into such subclasses.

* Philosophical languages *
They are often based on philosophical or religious convictions, and can be artlangs.

Ro, Toki Pona, Laadan, Solresol, Lingua Ignota, etc.

* Logical languages (Loglangs), formal languages *
The thoroughgoing forms of them can be called mathematics and logic themselves.

Loglan, Lojban, Ceqli, etc.

* Experimental languages *
They can be also philosophical languages, loglangs or artlangs.

Ithkuil, Epun, Europanto, etc.

** Other various auxiliary languages %
They have been made to enable us to communicate rapidly beyond limitations of physical
functions and intervals, or to show or to hide information, which are often based on natlangs.
Sign languages (International sign, Japanese sign language), Braille, flag semaphore (Modern
semaphore, Japanese semaphore), Morse code (International Morse code, Japanese Morse code),

traffic signs, pictograms, secret languages in market spaces and stores by wholesalers, etc.

sk Artistic languages (artlangs) s
Languages constructed by J. R. R. Tolkien, Klingon language (spoken in the Star Trek universe),

Na’vi language (spoken in the Avatar universe), Nadsat (constructed by Anthony Burgess), etc.

** Computer languages **

Programming languages, markup languages, database languages, etc.

HOME
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Conlanger

R
Jun—ichi Iwasaki

Year of birth : 1982
Birthplace : Okayama Prefecture

Hometown : Tokyo

Graduated from Okayama Hakuryo Junior and Senior High School
Left The University of Tokyo before graduation
Works as the executive director of a judicial foundation and as the auditor—secretary of an

academic association in Japan

Iwasaki also engages in many activities such as research, writing, lectures, seminars and
cooperation with laboratories at approximately fifty universities, research institutes, facilities and
medias, including both arts and sciences, and covering industry—government—academia—private

fields.

Jun—ichi Iwasaki’s website Calfjfli—D 7 =7 1K)
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Researcher

AR O 22 0

Hikari Sekine

Year of birth : 1990
Birthplace : Tokyo

Hometown : Tokyo

Has a master’s degree from Department of Design, Tokyo University of the Arts

Taking a doctor’s course at Department of Inter-media Art, Tokyo University of the Arts

Sekine has produced art works such as three—dimensional formative works in which letters are
inlaid or installations using sounds to create a topos where parols are generated.

She regards Iwasaki’s System of Reconstructing Japanese (ISReJP) as a linguistic expression
which itself embodies the question of “What a parol is” by grammatical structure, so she has strong
empathies with ISReJP as a work of language art and Iwasaki’s thought itself, and now engage in

research and joint activities with him.

http://www.hikarisekine.com/
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Contact

Name (4 ij) : required (W7H)

Email (A—/L 7KL A) : required (#79)

Message (ZE4)
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